610      LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN F. BUTLER
From President Johnson
April 28ft, 1865
THE President will see General Butler at his residence, corner of 15th and H. Streets, this evening at 6. P.M. o'clock.
From President Johnson
WASHINGTON, D. C., May 2nd, 1865 To Major General B. F. BUTLER
THERE is no desire to muster officers out of service other than a reduction of the army to the wants of the Gov. in time of peace. If you desire any exceptions to be made at this time you will please indicate them.               ANDREW JOHNSON
From Salmon P. Chase to General Butler
FORT MONBOB, VA., May Ird, 1865
MY DEAR GENERAL: It is not always best to yield to one's impulses, but it certainly can do no harm to obey that which prompts me to say how much I have been interested in all the traces of your administration which I have found here. The most distinct and the most interesting to me is the school for the colored children under the charge of Mr. Raymond. Major James rode out with me and Nettie to Hampton and we visited the school1 in the course of the drive. D. Fuller, of Baltimore* was of our party, and it did me good to see how profoundly affected he was. He talked to the children very earnestly. The building is admirable, and the whole arrangement and management seem all that could be hoped under the circumstances. I was a little amused as well as satisfied by the imitative talent displayed in the penmanship. "When we came away Nettie said, "Well, they may abuse General Butler a& much as they please, but when you come to anything that everybody says he has really done, it is always something good.5* Now, there is a young girl's testimony, and I think it worth having. She would be a little displeased, I suppose, and a good deal surprised to know that it reached you.
But while there is much to gratify in what we see, there is much to incite my anxious feeling. I never felt so deeply the importance of having a great man at the head of the Freedman's Bureau. By great I mean of course great in organ-
1 General Butler's name is never mentioned in connection with the establishment of schools for colored people.